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Herschel's theoj?r ?hat the Milky Way forms a cloven.
disc, let- u<* consider whether any peculiarities of the
Milky Wn/ seem to oppose themselves to this interpre-
tation of its structure.

In the first place, then, there is a gap or rift ex-
tending right across the single part of the Milky Way
in the constellation Argo; so that we must conceive
that from S towards 1, in fig. 2, the flat ring is broken
through by some such rift as is indicated by the broken
lines in that direction.    Next there is, in the constella-
tion Crux, a pear-shaped vacuity of considerable size,
and Bounded by well-defined edges; so that we must
conceive that from S towards 2 (fig. 2) the flat ring
is tunnelled through by some such passage as is indi-
cated by the dotted lines in that direction.    A similar
tunnelling, but of different cross-section, must exist in
direction S 3 (as shown by the dotted lines) to account
for the dark gap in the constellation Cygnus.    Next,
where the Milky Way is double, a large portion of one
branch is discontinuous, so that the upper part of the
double portion of the ring in fig. 2 must be supposed
removed between the broken lines from S to 4 and 5.
Over the so-called double stream there are in places
strange convolutions, in others numerous braadbmg
and  interlacing   streams, whose   complexity indeed
defies description; so that the portion 3 B 2 of the
ring must be supposed corrugated in the strangest
yr&y, and further to throw out plane and curved sheets
jrf Jte& presented tangentially towards S.    Lastly,
the single portion of the Milky Way is very faint indeed